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I also have hope for the future because I have met some of 
these precious Indian children, and I have witnessed their 
resilience. I deeply believe that nothing — no government, 

no politics, no principality — can stop the work of God in a 
child’s heart. And I hope with all my heart that Compassion’s 
work isn’t entirely finished in India, the country that’s home to 
one-third of the world’s poorest children. God has called Com-
passion to release children from poverty and I don’t believe He’s 
excluded Indian children from that calling. I don’t know what 
our service in India will look like in the future, but I’m confi-
dent we will continue to follow God’s leading. 
 I’m honored by how you, our sponsors, have faithful-
ly walked beside us through this trial. You’ve prayed. You’ve 
fasted. You’ve written your congressperson and you’ve spoken 
on behalf of Compassion through your social media channels. 
I am in awe of our Compassion family – tens of thousands of 
people from all walks of life who banded together on behalf of 
children we may never meet in person. That is powerful! That  
is humbling. 
I want to assure you that Compassion has broken no laws in In-
dia. We have been and remain committed to abiding by the laws 

of every country where we serve. You may have seen reports 
from Indian media accusing Compassion of forcing children 
to convert to Christianity in order to receive the benefits of our 
program. That, of course, is simply not true. We partner with 
local Christian churches to extend the love of Jesus in very tan-
gible ways, but we never required a child to convert to Christi-
anity to benefit from our program. That, of course, is not true. 

“I hope with all my heart that Compassion’s 
work isn’t entirely finished in India, the 
country that’s home to one-third of the 

world’s poorest children.”

 Despite this heartbreaking situation in India, please 
know that Compassion’s ministry is still flourishing. We are 
continuing to serve more than 1.8 million children in 25 other 
countries. Our partnerships with more than 6,700 churches in 
those countries are as strong as ever. And our commitment to 
answering God’s call to release children from poverty in Jesus’ 
name is unwavering. Thank you so much for your support 
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but I’m confident we will continue to follow God’s leading. 
 I’m honored by how you, our sponsors, have 
faithfully walked beside us through this trial. You’ve prayed. 
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spoken on behalf of Compassion through your social media 
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to convert to Christianity to benefit from our program. To do 
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freely gives each of us. Our church partners deliver Compas-
sion’s holistic child development program to children in need 
regardless of race, religion, caste    or creed. 
 Despite this heartbreaking situation in India, please 
know that Compassion’s ministry is still flourishing. We 
are continuing to serve more than 1.8 million children in 
25 other countries. Our partnerships with more than 6,700 
churches in those countries are as strong as ever. And our 
commitment to answering God’s call to release children from 
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no principality — can stop the work of God in a child’s heart. 
And I hope with all my heart that Compassion’s work isn’t en-
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The 
FIGHT

Against Poverty
When churches shower the less 

fortunate with gifts and charity, 
especially on a regular basis, it has 

the tendency to create a consumerist attitude 
that results in a dependency on Americans 
instead of empowerment to improve their 
own economies and living conditions and take 
pride in their own work. This vicious cycle 
actually keeps communities from escaping 
poverty because they are habitually relying 
on foreigners to come and bring them what 
they need rather than feeling encouraged to 
find their own unique solutions and working 
toward a life they can be proud of. 
 Take Africa as an example. In the 
last 50 years, the continent has received $1 
trillion in benevolent aid; in other words, free 
money. Now, overall per-capita income is 
lower today than half a century ago. Over half 
of Africa’s population lives on less than $1 per 
day, and life expectancy and adult literacy has 
dropped (Lupton 3). It is no secret that Chris-
tians are called to live in mission. The passage 
famously known as the “Great Commission” 
commands us: “Therefore, go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age” 
(New International Version, Matt. 28:19-20) 
 It is not the lack of good intentions 
that is the problem. It is what is being done 
with those intentions that is causing more 
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Find a subject you are passionate about

Fast forward a few months and I was on a plane to Nairobi, Kenya. 
This was my first international mission trip and it was another experi-
ence that would reshape my life. It provided me with the opportunity 
to begin developing a worldview, and a hunger for learning about 
other people and their cultures. As I fumbled through my first couple 
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Capture the Mood

2

Look for 
 interesting 

angles to 
frame the shot 

Fast forward a few months and I was on a plane to Nairobi, Kenya. 
This was my first international mission trip and it was another experi-
ence that would reshape my life. It provided me with the opportunity 
to begin developing a worldview, and a hunger for learning about 
other people and their cultures. As I fumbled through my first couple 
years of college trying to figure out what I wanted to major in and how 
I could use my skills to do work I was passionate about, I realized that 
I needed to stop putting so much weight on the opinions of those 
around me, telling me I should major in something “responsible” 
like Business or Engineering. After two years at CU I had been on 
two mission trips and also fallen in love with digital photography; 
so looking for an adventure and a challenge, I packed up my life.  
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